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Finding God in It All
I am sure we would agree that this term is something very new to all of 
us. Personally this term brings so many new experiences with it – moving 
house, planning and directing a whole school concert for the first time, 
creating a “St Paul Spectacular” as a new performance opportunity for the 
Year Fives and Sixes and navigating everything that COVID-19 restrictions 
have brought into our lives. Although these are all mostly exciting things, 
they are all big things, nonetheless. Big things require a lot of time and 
effort and inevitably leave us with a very busy and jam-packed life. 

So how can I find God amongst it all when I am so busy? It is not that there 
are a lack of opportunities to see God around us, but it’s whether we are 
ready to make ourselves aware of them. 

When I eat my breakfast each morning, I could easily think of all the urgent 
things I need to achieve in a day on a never-ending to-do list. Instead, I 
make it a habit to observe the glistening waterdrops on the leaves outside 
of our kitchen window that catch the first rays of sunshine and thank God 
for all the wonderful works He is about to do in my day ahead. Is it easy 
to find God in it all? Not always. But you can be assured there are always 
people and situations around you that God is in, reminding you of His 
peaceful presence in your busy life. May you find God in it all this week too.

Submitted by Marlise Janetzki

Upcoming Events
WEEK 5

THU 20 AUGUST
• School Tour PM

WEEK 6

THU 27 AUGUST
• Fathers Day Stall

WEEK 7 - CONCERT 
PERFORMANCES
•    Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg 
•    Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher 
•    Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller  

THU 3 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour PM

FRI 4 SEPTEMBER
• Pupil Free Day

WEEK 8 - CONCERT 
PERFORMANCES
•  Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 
Arnold   
•  Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon

WED 9 AND THU 10 SEPTEMBER
• Filming of Concert and St Paul 
Spectacular

FRI 11 SEPTEMBER
• St Paul Spectacular



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Yr 2 Voigt

From the Principal
WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to Kate joining Year 4 
Mueller this week and to her parents, Mhairi and Justin. 
Welcome to our community!

UNIFORM CONVERSATIONS
Many of you will recall that we began a uniform review 
in 2019, which resulted in our Reception students 
wearing only PE uniform for the first time in 2020. 
Since this review, we have also been working through 
all of the feedback we were given in our uniform 
review survey, and I would like to have some further 
conversations with parents and students in the coming 
weeks.

I will be holding the following conversations via Zoom:

•   Wednesday 26 August 12:30pm – 1pm

•   Friday 28 August 9:30am – 10am

Please email nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au to register 
for a place in either conversation.

STAFFING NEWS
Mrs Karly Voigt is heading on some well-deserved long 
service leave next week for the remainder of the term. 
Mrs Valmai Henderson will be taking the role of Year 2 
teacher for this time. Mrs Henderson is well known to 
the students in our community and we look forward to 
having her at St Paul for an extended amount of time 
this term.

Leila Mattner|Principal

Students celebrating birthdays 
this week
Eric Shah Girija Patil

From the Deputy Principal
NATURE PLAY
The nature play area near the park has had a makeover. 
It was great to see student faces as they walked into the 
school grounds on Monday. Other maintenance work 
will be completed in this area over the coming weeks to 
make this a safe and fun space for students.

Nature play has become an important part of life at 
St Paul. Like the natural environments that teachers 
create utilising aspects of the Reggio Emilia philosophy 
in the classroom, nature play spaces allow students 
to interact with physical spaces in a creative and 
stimulating way.  

Researchers at the University of Western Australia, 
have found that natural playgrounds provide children 
…with more opportunities than typical pre-formed 
playgrounds to develop gross-motor skills, cognitive 
function, increased creativity, improved interaction with 
adults, reduced attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
symptoms and reduced rates of aggression.’

As our students engage in nature play, they move in 
different ways to other types of play. These spaces 
also develop student appreciation of the natural 
environment and encourage students to see the world 
around them in different ways.

When a child is at play they are in in a continuous 
exchange of ideas either with themselves and others. 
Students involved in play make meaning of the world 
around them via “inner speech”. As they wonder out 
loud to themselves children explore new concepts and 
situations and cultivate their imagination and creativity. 

Play and Reggio Emilia influenced practices provide a 
great foundation for inquiry learning at St Paul. If you 
would like to learn more or see what this looks like in 
our classrooms, feel free to contact me to have a chat.



PUPIL FREE DAY
Friday September 4th is a pupil free day. Unfortunately 
this year there is no Royal Show to attend, but this day 
will provide students and families a quick break in the 
middle of concert season!

Staff on this day will continue their work with Tom 
Barrett and assist in the development of the school’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan. SPLASH is available to 
parents on this day. Please book in advance.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT AND ST PAUL SPECTACULAR
Important information about our upcoming Concert 
and St Paul Spectacular has been sent out. Afternoon 
Concert performances begin at 2.00pm for a 2.15pm 
start. Doors will open at 1.45pm and parking is available 
on the tennis courts or nearby streets. Tickets can 
be ordered via QKR and there is a limit of 2 audience 
members per family. There is no cost for tickets. 
Information of how to register for QKR is attached 
to this week’s newsletter. Please note the following 
important dates:

•   Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg 

•   Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher 

•   Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller  

•   Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 Arnold   

•   Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon 

The St Paul Spectacular date is scheduled for Friday 
11 September. This date is relevant for our Year 5 and 
Year 6 classes.

The concert and St Paul Spectacular will be filmed in its 
entirety on: Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 September. 
The film will be made available to all families.

Please note, siblings under 5 can sit on parents’ laps 
for the concert. Should you require pram or wheelchair 
access, please email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

FRIDAY COMMUNITY TIME
Our new Community Afternoon dates are: Friday 28 
August (Week 6) and Friday 18 September (Week 
9). Please note that students can wear their sports 
uniform on Friday 14 August and Friday 28 August. Our 
student leaders are excited to lead these afternoons.

CANTEEN ORDERING SYSTEM- QKR!
Please note that all canteen orders 
will need to be placed by 8.00am as 
this allows more preparation time for 
Chris and our volunteers. All orders 
must be made via the app. Please 
note that canteen orders can be 
made in advance via the app. 

Last week the app introduced the option ‘payment to 
canteen’. This is to be used if your child accidentally 
forgets their lunch. If this happens, please call the office 
and speak with Chris directly.

The following menu items are now available: Chicken 
burgers, Beef burgers, hot chocolate, muffins, pikelets 
and pizza subs. (Please note, pizza subs are available at 
Afternoon Break only)

FATHER’S DAY STALL
Information regarding 
the upcoming Father’s 
Day Stall was sent out 
last week. St Paul will be 
having a Father’s Day 
stall on the morning of 
Thursday 27 August. 
Gifts range from $1.00-
$7.00. All gifts will be 
in a gift bag or wrapped. Students can purchase up 
to 3 gifts and a card. As we are unable to accept cash 
payments at this time, payments for Father’s Day Stall 
will be able to be made via QKR. Please note that our 
Father’s Day Stall is over a week before the actual day 
of Father’s Day due to our Concert Performances. 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 


General News
LLL STUDENT BANKING
We are accepting Student Banking again. Banking day is 
every Wednesday. 

From our Community Chaplain
BEING SAFE ON-LINE
In the lead up to National Child Safety Week, I will share 
a few valuable tips on child safety in the cyber space, 
so that as parents and careers of young people we can 
be better informed and better equipped to face online 
challenges head on.  

Always one of the most interesting parts of the training 
we receive as Chaplains under the National Schools 
Chaplaincy Program in the Prevention of Cyber Bullying, 
is the information on the most current apps and social 
media available for our young people to engage with. 

The eSafety Commissioner’s website has great facts and 
tips and the esafety guide is where you can learn about 
the latest games, apps and social media, including 
how to protect your information and how to report 
inappropriate content.

It is highly recommended that parents check for age 
appropriateness and this is a great place to find out:  
www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide 

WHAT IF MY CHILD IS CYBERBULLYING OTHER 
CHILDREN?
If you are worried that your child may be bullying 
others, it is best to deal with any bullying behaviour as 
soon as possible, before it gets too serious or becomes 
a regular pattern. ‘Good habits start young’ https://
www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-
start-young has some very useful advice. 

Even for preschool children, it is never too early to instil 
good habits, and as your child gets older it is useful to 
keep reminding them of these basic digital intelligence 
principles: 

•   respect
•   empathy
•   critical thinking
•   responsible behaviour
•   resilience

These are also principles you can emphasise with your 
child when things go wrong. 

For more information on eSafety go to the www.esafety.
gov.au/parents 

If anyone would like extra support at this time, please 
email Louise Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au   

Church News
CHURCH SERVICES AT ST PAUL
You are welcome to join us for our services at St Paul 
with our two services at 8.30am and 10.00am. Everyone 
attending needs to sign in on arrival showing their 
attendance for contact tracing requirements.  Tea and 
coffee will not be offered after our services until further 
notice.  All Welcome.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – AN INVITATION
Holy Communion is the special gift of sharing a meal of 
bread and wine that Jesus gave to his church. This meal 
served during worship helps us to become closer to 
Jesus, gives us great comfort and strength and unites us 
as one big church family. We celebrate all that Jesus has 
done for us in the mystery of this meal. 

Young people in Years 4-6 who are interested in 
preparing to receive Holy Communion are invited to 
participate in a 3 session course, finishing with a special 
worship service to celebrate this occasion. Sessions 
will be held fortnightly on Sunday evenings starting 
at 6:30pm, and each young person needs an adult to 
attend with them. If you are interested or would like to 
know more, please speak to Nicole Hall in the Church 
office.
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

SPY TERM 3 – DATE CORRECTION
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 are welcome to join us this Friday 21 
August 7.00-9.00pm in the hall. Cost $2. We will be encouraging physical 
distancing whilst still doing normal SPY things like having fun, fellowship, 
a chat and supper. This term the leaders are supplying supper, and hand 
sanitiser will be available when you arrive. We ask parents to be mindful of 
their physical distancing at drop off and pick up. 

God bless, Nicole, Renate and Ebony. For more information, please call 
Nicole on 0412 686 342.

PLAYGROUP AT ST PAUL 
St Paul Playgroup is on every Tuesday morning in term time in the Church 
hall at 9:00am. For parents and carers with a child/children aged 0-5. Come 
along and join us for a time of play, song and story. 

LCC WINTER APPEAL
For the month of August, Lutheran Community Care are asking for 
donations of toothpaste, packet soup, long life milk and spaghetti.  
Donations can be left on the table in the narthex or at the front office.  
Please pray for the people who deliver the services and those who benefit 
from them.  Cash donations can be made by going to www.lccare.org.au/
how-you-can-help/donations/

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS – A PAIR OF PJ’S
Did you know that some of the people who benefit from Backpacks for 
SA Kids have never owned their own pair of pyjamas?  Each backpack is 
packed with a pair of pyjamas and this is always a high need item.  All sizes 
from 0000 to size 16 are needed. Thank you for your support.

DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2020-21
Digital Entertainment Books for 2020-21 are now available online. If you are 
renewing or buying for the first time, please consider nominating St Paul 
Lutheran Church to support us in our fundraising for ongoing maintenance 
of the Church building and our School Ministry Worker Project. 

Purchase a digital book for $69.99 at https://www.entertainment.com.au/
orderbooks/163x152

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
The Lord says, “Hold on to what is right and fair.  Do what is right and good.   
My saving power will soon come.”  Isaiah 56:1
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